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Abstract

The Sangam literature, known for its profound emotional and cultural depth, goes beyond mere descriptions of
nature to portray it as an integral extension of human emotions, dividing it into Akam (interior) and Puram (exterior)
realms. This paper explores the imagistic elements (padimakoorugal) in Sangam poetry, focusing on how imagery
functions as a powerful literary device to express human experiences and inner feelings. The study highlights that,
unlike later Tamil literary works, Sangam poems exhibit exceptional visual richness and symbolic precision. The paper
discusses various forms of imagery found in Sangam texts—visual imagery, chain imagery, taste imagery, olfactory
(smell) imagery, and others such as sound, touch, and symbolic imagery. Each type is illustrated with examples from
Natrinai and other anthologies, showing how poets transform natural scenes—mountains, moonlight, forests, and
flowers—into emotional and symbolic landscapes.By comparing these techniques with those used in modern Tamil
poetry (such as in the works of Abdul Rahman), the study emphasizes the continuity and evolution of imagistic
representation in Tamil literature. The paper concludes that the vivid sensory and symbolic imagery of Sangam poetry
not only beautifies the verse but also deepens its emotional resonance, making it a timeless model for poetic
expression.
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