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The characteristics of women as depicted in the Ettuthogai texts
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Abstract

In the history of Tamil literature, Sangam literature holds a very special place. The Eight Anthologies
(Ettuthogai) are considered the primary collection of Sangam literature. These works, which reflect various dimensions
of life, including inner life (Akam) and outer life (Puram), reveal the culture, traditions, ethics, love, and heroism of the
society of that time. In these literary works, woman is depicted not as an object, but as a symbol of human culture,
possessing emotions, intellect, and personality.

The female form, as a creation of nature, is unique. Women's physical structure, sense of sacrifice, broad-
mindedness, patience, and the ability to bear children have prepared them for the great task of perpetuating humankind.
This is a great fortune that even the mightiest heroes who toppled kingdoms could not attain. The purpose of this article
is to analyze the characteristics of women as revealed in the Eight Anthologies.
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