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Abstract

Ravana Kaviyam is an epic composed in adherence to ancient Tamil literary traditions. Based on the Ramayana narrative,
this epic casts Ravana as the protagonist to highlight the cultural excellence of the Tamils and the individual greatness of Ravana.
Education is the most fundamental aspect of human life; it serves as the foundational factor for all people to lead a meaningful and
prosperous existence. This epic emphasizes that discipline is the very basis of education for any learner. It asserts that the wealth of
knowledge is far superior to material wealth, serving as a steadfast companion across the three realms of time (past, present, and
future).

Furthermore, the text posits that education is an inexhaustible and permanent treasure. It possesses a unique nature where
the learner finds joy, and those who listen to the learned also find delight. The epic stresses that it is the duty of the King (or State)
to provide education to the people. Conversely, those who remain uneducated are viewed as lowly, unworthy of respect, and a
mere burden to the land of Tamil Nadu. This article explores these diverse perspectives on education as presented in Ravana
Kaviyam.
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