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Abstract

Thiruvaasagam occupies a pre-eminent place in the Tamil Saiva bhakti tradition. Composed by Manickavaasagar, the text
is both a devotional masterpiece and a profound poetic expression of the saint’s mystical experience of God. This study argues that
the spiritual experience articulated in the Thiruvaasagam begins within the dualistic framework of Pati (Lord) and Pasu (soul),
central to Saiva Siddhanta, and gradually culminates in a state of non-dual realization.The central thesis of this paper is that,
although the selected hymns initially present a clear distinction between the individual self and the Divine, this duality is
progressively dissolved through total surrender, divine grace, and inner transformation. Through a close textual analysis of selected
verses, the study demonstrates the successive stages of spiritual development: the soul’s awareness of its limitations, unconditional
surrender to God, the transformative operation of grace, and finally the realization of an experiential unity in which the distinction
between devotee and Lord is transcended.The paper concludes that the Thiruvaasagam is not merely a work of devotional
literature, but also a profound spiritual testimony that traces the soul’s journey from dualistic devotion to non-dual union with the
Divine. In this way, Manickavaasagar's poetry reveals the dynamic interplay between bhakti and gnanam, affirming that intense
devotion can culminate in the highest mystical realization.
Keywords: Thiruvaasagam, Manickavaasagar, Divine Experience, Dualism, Non-duality, Dwaitha, Advaita.
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