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Abstract

Hero stones occupy a significant place in the cultural and historical traditions of the Tamils. These memorial stones were
erected in memory of warriors who attained heroic death in battle and stand as important archaeological and epigraphical sources
for understanding the social, political, religious, and cultural history of ancient Tamil society. This study focuses on the Hero
stones discovered in Tiruvallur District, particularly those found in places such as Pagasalai, Keezhappoodi, Thekkalur, and
Tiruvottiyur.The study examines Navakanda hero stones, Thoonguthalai hero stones, and Arikanda sculptures found in these
regions. Literary references from Tolkappiyam and Purapporul Venba Malai are used to explain the tradition and procedures
associated with the erection of Hero stones. The inscriptions engraved on these stones reveal information regarding hero worship,
self-sacrificial rituals, Kotravai worship, land grants, and the honours bestowed upon fallen warriors. The Navakanda hero stones
of Pagasalai and Keezhappoodi reflect the tradition of self-decapitation as an act of offering and devotion. Similarly, the
Thoonguthalai hero stone found at Thekkalur represents the sacrificial practices associated with Kotravai worship. The Arikanda
sculptures at Tiruvottiyur further highlight the significance of warrior traditions and memorial practices in medieval Tamil society.
The study concludes that the Hero stones of Tiruvallur District serve as valuable historical records that illuminate the region’s
martial traditions, religious beliefs, social customs, and epigraphical heritage. Furthermore, the presence of both Tamil and Telugu
inscriptions indicates the multilingual and multicultural interactions prevalent in the region during the medieval period. Thus, these
Hero stones constitute an important source for the study of Tamil cultural history and archaeology.
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