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Abstract

This article explores the living environment and social structure of the Kurumbas, one of the most ancient indigenous tribes of Tamil
Nadu. It presents records of the Kurumbas ranging from Sangam literature to modern-day ethnographic studies. The article explains, with
supporting data, the unique languages, clan systems, marriage customs, and professional lifestyles of their sub-sects—Mullu Kurumba, Betta
Kurumba, Jenu Kurumba (Thenu Kurumba), and Palu Kurumba—who reside in regions including the Nilgiris and Coimbatore.
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