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Abstract

Philo Iruthayanath was a pioneering Tamil Anthropologist, researcher, writer and social observer who dedicate is life to
the study of India’s Tribal Communities and indigenous cultures. Born in Mysore in 1916 to Tamil parent’s. He pursued his
education in Madras and later combined is professional as a school teacher with a extensive anthropological field research for more
than three decades. His life reflects an extraordinary commitment to knowledge cultural preservation and social documentation.
What makes Philo iruthayanath unique among Indian Anthropologists is method of direct field engagement. Travelling across India
on specially modified bicycle, he visited remote hills, forest, villages and tribal settlements from Tibet in the north to the Nilgiris in the south.
Through these journeys he closely observed the customs, traditions, lifestyles, beliefs, rituals and social structures of new numerous tribal
communities. His research was not confined to academic institutions instead it emerged from lived experience and personal interaction with
indigenous peoples. He authored 29 books in Tamil and published more than 5000 articles in both Tamil and English across
numerous magazines and journals. His writings played vital role in introducing tribal anthroprology to tamil readers and in
preserving valuable cultural knowledge for future generation. His works also contributed significantly to the development of tamil
anthroprological literature and folk studies. This article has been undertaken to explore the contributions and specialties of
anthropologist Philo Irudayanath and to examine his studies on tribal communities.
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