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Abstract

Veereswarar, popularly known as Veerabhadra, is an important deity in Saivite tradition and is regarded as a fierce
manifestation of Lord Shiva created during the destruction of Daksha’s sacrificial ritual. This study examines the worship
practices, literary references, historical background, and religious significance of Veereswarar worship as reflected in Tamil
literature, Puranas, Saiva Agamas, and folk traditions. Texts such as Kandapuranam, Thevaram, and Veerabhadra Parani portray
Veerabhadra as a heroic and protective deity worshipped across South India and Sri Lanka. The article also discusses various ritual
practices including abhisheka, garlanding, festival worship, and offerings associated with Veereswarar temples. Furthermore, the
study highlights the social and spiritual beliefs connected with this worship, such as courage, protection from evil forces,
prosperity, and mental strength. Overall, the research establishes that Veereswarar worship represents both a religious tradition and
a symbol of Saivite cultural heritage deeply rooted in Tamil society.
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