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Literature, and the New Ideas which evolved through the process
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Abstract

The Periyapuranam, considered the first field-study-based work in Tamil literature, played a pivotal role in devotional
literature. It contributed significantly not only to Tamil Bhakti literature but to the overall Dravidian Bhakti tradition. Specifically,
Periyapuranam sowed the seeds of new thought in Telugu and Kannada devotional literatures. The stories of the 63 Nayanmars
mentioned in Periyapuranam served to guide the people of the Telugu and Kannada-speaking regions toward a righteous path. This
article explores how the stories of these Nayanmars acted as a tool to overcome dominant external religions, spread Veerashaivism,
and propel it forward as a revolutionary movement.
Keywords: Shaivism, Veerashaivism, Nayanmar, Dravidian, Tamil, Andhra, Kannada.
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