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Abstract

This research paper provides a comprehensive and scientific analysis of root word (Etymological) studies in
the Tamil language, strictly adhering to the UGC research standards. Against the backdrop of Tamil being an highly
agglutinative language, this study investigates how its core root words branch out into numerous derivatives. It
examines these lexical formations through the structural frameworks of Tholkappiyam, the comparative linguistic
principles of Robert Caldwell, and the etymological rules formulated by Devaneya Pavanar. Furthermore, the paper
explores the contemporary relevance of these root word structures, demonstrating their critical application in modern
Computational Linguistics, specifically in tasks like stemming, lemmatization, and neologism (new terminology
creation) for Artificial Intelligence (Al) and Natural Language Processing (NLP). Ultimately, the study reinforces the
linguistic autonomy and self-sutaining nature of the Tamil vocabulary.
Keywords: Root Word Study, Etymology, Agglutinative Language, Devaneya Pavanar, Tholkappiyam, Dravidian
Comparative Grammar, Computational Linguistics
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pieysemer gPlailwed Lieurs HeamGSng. S @ sl (Bplewsv (Agglutinative) Gumyf) ererm
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