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Abstract

In the contemporary Tamil literary landscape, research that integrates knowledge from other academic
disciplines is gaining significant importance. In this context, studies based on Ethnography, a subfield of
Anthropology, hold great prominence. Particularly, such research conducted on fictional literature created by writers is
carried out under the frameworks of 'Literary Anthropology' and 'Literary Ethnography' to highlight the deep
connection between literature and society. The lifestyle of the people of the Neithal land (coastal region), the vast
sandy landscape of the Tamil territory, has been documented in various dimensions from the Sangam era down to
contemporary literature. With this perspective, Su. Tamilselvi’s novel Aarugattuthurai (2013), centered on the Neithal
landscape, depicts the life and culture of a specific community. By identifying the ethnographic elements in this novel,
it is possible to bring to light the unique cultural identities found in the lives of these people. This article has been
written based on this objective.
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