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Abstract

Although literature is fundamentally an art form associated with human emotions, it can also be regarded as a
historical document that records the thoughts and practices of the people of a specific era. Many works of Tamil
literature stand as vivid chronicles of the lives of the people of their time. Literature serves as a medium through which
diverse messages and insights are conveyed. Encompassing various facets such as history, politics, society, mythology,
culture, and science, literature occupies a unique and distinct position. The corpus of Tamil Sangam literature
comprises 36 distinct works; these constitute the very roots—the foundational origins—of the Tamil language and the
Tamil people. It is through these texts that we gain insight into the multifaceted aspects of ancient Tamil life: politics,
justice, philanthropy, valor, culture, romance, sociology, mathematics, commerce, astronomy, attire, architecture,
geology, dance, music, medicine, ornamentation, metrology, maritime affairs, civilization, and sculpture. Interwoven
within all these domains lies the evolutionary trajectory of scientific thought. The literary works comprising these
ancient Tamil texts form the bedrock of the Tamil language, serving as repositories for a wealth of profound and
sublime concepts.

Humanity’s initial quest for understanding began with self-examination; only subsequently did humans turn
their investigative gaze toward the land they inhabited and the waters that sustained them. Thereafter, they explored the
objects buried beneath the earth, the heavens that captivated their vision, and the celestial bodies—the moon, the sun,
and the stars—situated within that vast expanse. They investigated everything—both that which lay within the reach of
their hands and eyes, and that which remained beyond their grasp. Over the course of many centuries, humans
systematically compiled the research they conducted—along with its methodologies and findings—categorizing it
under the rubric of "Science," thereby establishing it as a distinct discipline and introducing it to the world. Science
may be said to have been born the very day early humans, through trial and effort, discovered the utility of stone tools.
Similarly, it can be asserted that literature came into existence the moment the human spirit was stirred and inspired by
the contemplation of nature. Scientific inquiries can be observed throughout our literary tradition—ranging from our
foundational Sangam literature to contemporary works. In accordance with Valluvar's dictum that numbers and letters
serve as the two eyes of a person, literature and science may likewise be regarded as two eyes.
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