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Dramatic techniques evident in Bharathiyar's songs
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Abstract

Thus, Bharathiyar’s poems are not merely poetic compositions but dynamic artistic creations enriched with
dramatic elements such as action, dialogue, character, emotion, and performance quality. They occupy a significant
place in Tamil literary studies as poetic works with remarkable dramatic di Bharathiyar’s songs embody dramatic
qualities. Elements such as dialogue, characterization, visualization, emotional outbursts, musicality, theatricality,
soliloquy, and the technique of contrast are skillfully employed in his works. The charm of dialogue is evident in
*Kannan Paattugal* (Songs of Kannan), while the powerful female persona is portrayed in the song *Pudhumai Penn*
(The Modern Woman). In the epic *Panchali Sabatham*, elements like scene composition, emotional expression, the
sentiment of valor (*Veera-suvai*), and the spirit of defiance represent the pinnacle of dramatic technique. Songs like
"Achamillai Achamillai" (Fear Not) evoke the spirit of valor through a style reminiscent of stirring oratory, while
pieces like "Nallathor Veenai Seidhey" (Having Crafted a Fine Veena) utilize the technique of soliloquy. The use of
contrast—juxtaposing the prevailing societal ills of servitude, ignorance, and gender discrimination against the ideals
of liberty, equality, and fraternity—further reinforces the dramatic nature of his songs. Thus, Bharathiyar’s songs stand
not merely as poetic compositions but as vibrant artistic creations that integrate essential dramatic elements: visual
imagery, voice, emotion, and characterization mentions.
Keywords: Bharathiyar’s Poems, Dramatic Techniques, Dialogue, Characterisation, Visualisation, Emotional
Expression.
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