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Abstract
The Periyapuranam, a Saiva religious epic authored by Sekkizhar, stands as a historical document that vividly

captures the social life of the Chola period in the 12th century CE. Beyond narrating the devotional histories of the
Nayanmars, it elaborately portrays various aspects of contemporary society such as culture, education, caste structure,
economic conditions, trade, prevailing beliefs among the people, and marriage rituals. Although agriculture was the
primary occupation of the people of that period, they were also engaged in diverse professions such as weaving,
hunting, pottery making, and laundry work. The existence of temple architecture, educational institutions, and
sculptural arts is evidenced through references found in the Periyapuranam. The aim of this article is to examine these
aspects based on the literary evidence available in the text. Humaneness, hospitality, and extending help to the poor
and the marginalized were considered noble virtues by the people. Kings undertook public welfare activities such as
digging tanks and constructing roads, thereby enabling the people to lead a peaceful life. Hence, the objective of this
article is to analyze certain facets of such social conditions with the Periyapuranam as the primary source.
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